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eastward through. Fleurus, then passing close to
St. Amand and Ligny, and finally joining almost
at right angles the highway that runs in a general
easterly and westerly direction from Nivelles
through Quatre Bras and Sombreffe to Namur and
Li&ge. The Charleroi-Brussels road formed the
line of communication for Wellington's, the
Charleroi-Li&ge road that for Blucher's army;
along them reinforcements came and also am-
munition and supplies; and in case of retreat they
would naturally be chosen by preference. Should
the armies be forced back each along its own line
they could still communicate with each other until
after passing the Quatre Bras-Sombreffe road. In
other words Charleroi was the apex of a triangle
of which the line between Quatre Bras and a point
a little east of Sombreffe formed the base.

Napoleon, in descending upon Charleroi, had
counted on the secrecy and on the swiftness of his
own movements to counterbalance the danger that
the English and German commanders would here
unite all their forces to oppose him. It was a fine
piece of strategy to attack not the weakest but the
strongest point of his adversaries: far more easily
might he have won a victory had he appeared for in-
instance, as Wellington fully expected would be the
case, on the extreme right wing of the English
army and attempted to round it and cut it off
from the sea.

But an isolated victory would have availed him
little. His whole plan, his whole desire was to